
How to Read Bills on Congress.gov 

 

Each bill gets a 
number. H.R. 
designates a bill that 
originated in the 
house. S. designates 
a bill that originated in 
the senate. 
 

Here is where 
you see who 
sponsored a 
law 
 

When a bill becomes law, it gets a different number: most laws get public law numbers, but 
some get private law numbers. It’s always two numbers. In this example, 116 represents the 
116th congress, while the 341 represents the 341st law that this congress passed. 
 

These tabs give 
options like reading a 
bill’s text or seeing 
what progress it has 
made in the 
legislative process 
 


